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National Federation of Indian Railwagmen
3, CHELMSFORD FIOAD, NEW DELHI - 110 055

Affiliated to :
Indian National Trade Union Congress (|NTUC)

I nternational Transport Workers' Federation (lTF)

No. l l l 34 lP t . l 2

' fhe 
Member Mechanica l ,

Railway Board.
Neu Pelhr

Dear Sir.

?

Dated: I 0/08/201 5

Sub: Disadvantages caused due {o Bio-toi lets introduced in the passenger
coaches of Indian Railways - 

1.A...
The coricept of bio-toi lets in passenger carrying coaches was giverr shape by the

Railway Ministry some time in the year 20ll  when in a few coaches of passenger carrving
tnail /express trains. the bio-toi lets were f irst introduced. NFIR understands that the Railwav
Ministrv has plans to f l t  bio-toi lets irr al l  55000 passenger coaches by 2021.

l iederatiorr has been receiving number of complaints f iom the C&W Staff on
rnalfunctionitrg vis-a-vis disadvantages of t l ie bio-toi lets. In this connection. NFIR having
gone into the cornplaints received from the C&W Staff. noticed the following problems
wliich nlay cause serious health hazards to staff.

. The bio-toilet system is very sensitive. It has more than 100% chances of choking
even with a bit of 'Pan Gutka' spitted in the toilets by the passengers krrowing or
unknowit-tgly if not flushed properly by the passenger in the moving or stationary
trains. Choking in these toi lets also takes place due to throwing of Napkins. Cigarette
bLrds. Ciutka Pouch. [.adies Pads. Plastic Water Bott les or their covers. l iquor bott les
and garbage of fbod stuff b5z the passengers result ing overf lowing ol.toi let palts altcl
leading to public conlplaints. This situation has been causing tremerrdous pressl lre on
stafl ' fbr no f 'ault o1'theirs.

o l 'he ball-valve provided which should f irnction to drain out the waste to the gror,urd by
operatin* a connected pedal. never works due to faulty desigrr. I t  is also reportecl that
the designs differ fl'om one manufacturer to another" causing problems in procurenrent
of spalcs.

I f l te RDSO dc'sigrred simplif ied starrdard nrechanisnr to operate the ball  valve secnrs to
be no1 contpatible with old designs.

o It has been furlher complained that improper trials of revised versions/modifications
befole inlplementation has been the real problem in procurement of spares and has
been cr:eating confusion among the Supervisors and Staff in the course of

,  nra intenance.
o . l-he 

ff&W Sr"rpervisors and stafT r. l ,orking in pit l ines lrave been facing lo1 of
incotrr 'cnience during under gear urairrteuauce. exanrining brake beaur. brake block
hanger'.  brake shoe assembly. brake blocks. saf 'ety wire rope & their pirrs. bogies
frames and also facing serious inconvenience in piston stroke of brake cyl inder which
faces tank of qr-r i te a big size and leaves narrow gap.
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.  B io- to i le ts  reqr- r i red inspect ion & maintenance to cnsure w'ork ing of  Bal l -Val rc  & i ts
operation linked with P-trap and Hose Connector. mounted and fitted in tlre narrow
gap o1'the top surface of the.tank and trough f loor of the coach. Cl&W [ingineers and
staff have been put to lot of dift-iculties during maintenance and have been sub.iected
to more physical & mental stress in day-to-day working. While working they are
being compelled to inliale foul smells emanating from the choked tanks containing
human waste and have started acquir ing diseases.
The process of draining out of the choked tanks generates unbearable filthy srnell
creating inconvenience to other technical staff working on other under gears and at
times djverls their attention and compels to ignore the necessary safety repairs due to
bad work environment.

o At present we have this system only on l 0% of the coaches" causing serious problems.
J'he lreigltt of the probients ean be rilc'aSui€d Wlieri 100% coaches r,l'ill have tlris
systenl and wil l  i t  he possible lbr staff to lunction? fhe C&W Supervisors arrd stafl '
are reported to have become like hunran scavengers. It is worth-mentioning that the
Governrnent of India had banned scaverrging in the year 1993 corrsequent to tlre
directions given by the Apex Court through various judgements.

2. Federation has further been given to understand thal as per Railway Board's
gr-ride lirres effluent test is reqr-rired to be conducted to over 5%o popr"rlation of each type of
coaches at an inten'al of 3 rnonths ar-rd is to be conducted by the expert laboratory staff.
LJrrlbrtr,rnately- the Railway Ar-rthorities. instead of using Lab Staff forthe said purpose. lrave
beerr pestering C&W Staff to collect effluent from Bio-Tanks for conducting test in some
Depots like Gwalior, despite the fact that this job is not related to C&W staff.

Federation notes with disappointment that the 'Bio-toilet" system introduced on the
LR. is clairned to be environment friendly br-rt it is not so. particr,rlarly 1'or the C&W
Supervisors & 

'['echnical 
Staff of Mechanical Department.

NFIR- therefbre. requests the Railway Board (MM) to kindly see that thoroLrglr rcr ier.r '
is conducted betbre proceeding further fbr introducing Bio-toilets in coaches.

Yours faithful*n

.N7

v

. I

C,'op1' to tlre General Marragers of Zonal Railways fbr necessary action please.
Copy to the Advisor (Safety), Railway Board. New Delhi.
Copy to the General Secretaries of Zonal Unions of NFIR.
Copy to Media CentreA.,trFIR.

(Dr M. Raghavaiah) ,-
General Secretary
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