
PRESSNOTE

TheUnitedNursesAssociationthroughitsDelhiStateGeneral

Secretary Mr.Joldin Francis filed Application forIntervention &

ApplicationforDirectionsintheSuoMotuWritPetitionNo.7of2020,

titled,“InRe:TheProperTreatmentOfCovid19PatientsAndDignified

HandlingOfDeadBodiesInTheHospitalsEtc.beforetheHon’ble

SupremeCourtofIndia.

TheApplicationsdraftedandfiledbyAdvocateSubhashChandran

KR&BijuPRaman,submitsthathealthcareworkersareatthefrontline

oftheCOVID-19outbreakresponseandassuchareexposedtohazards

thatputthem atriskofinfection.Hazardsincludepathogenexposure,

long working hours,psychologicaldistress,fatigue,occupational

burnout,stigma,andphysicalandpsychologicalviolenceetc.Thehealth

andsafety(physical/mental)ofhealthcareworkersareofutmost

importancebecausefurthershortageofhealthcareworkerswould

resultinthousandsofunattendedCOVID-19patients,whichwillhave

seriousrepercussionsincludingescalationofthepresentsituationand

resultantimpactontheeconomy,medicalfacilities,potentialdeathsand

lossofhumanresource.

ItisalsohighlightedintheApplicationsthatthousandsofhealth

careworkersincludingdoctors,nursesfromdifferentstatesaretested



positiveforCovid-19.SofarasDelhiisconcernedapproximatelymore

than1000healthcareworkersworkingindifferenthospitalsandclinics

havetestedpositiveforCovid-19andmorethan5healthcareworkers

havelosttheirlivesduetoCOVID19.Alargenumberofhealthcare

workersincludingnurses,doctors,andotherstaffersareinfectedin

variousstateslikeDelhi,Maharashtra,Gujrat,TamilNaduetc.ManyGovt.

aswellasprivatehospitalsareshutdownafterhealthcareworkers

testedpositiveforCovid-19.

Thus,theIntervener,UnitedNursesAssociationisinter-aliapraying

forfollowingdirections:

(a)DirecttheRespondentstoensurethatCovid-19protection

kits are made available to every single health care

professionalworkingintheCOVID19wards,orwhoworkin

closeproximityofpatientssuspectedtobeinfectedwiththe

virus;

(b)DirecttheRespondentstoensuresufficientandstandard

personalprotectiveequipment(PPE)inCOVID19hospitals;

(c)Directthe Respondents to ensure thatadequate and

standardnutritiousmealsareprovidedtothehealthcare

workers;

(d)DirecttheRespondentstoensurethatallnursesandother

healthcarestaffinCoronawardsareprovidedwithproper

accommodationincloseproximitytothehospitals/health

carecentreswheretheyaredischargingmedicaldutiesand

functions;



(e)DirecttheRespondentstoensurethatadequateandprompt

transportprovidedtoallhealthcareworkersdeputedin

Coronawards;

(f)Directthe Respondents to ensure properscreening of

suspectedpatientsbeforeenteringthehospitalsandother

medicalfacilitiesandalsotoensurespeedytestingof

suspectedcases.

(g)DirecttheRespondentstoensurethatallhealthcareworkers

aretrainedoninfectionpreventionandcontrol(IPC),proper

useanddisposalofPersonalProtectionEquipment(PPE)

etc.;

(h)DirecttheRespondentstoensurethattheinfrastructureof

hospitalsandhealthcarecentersaretemporarilyexpanded

soastoprovideseparateandhygienicwashroomsforstaff;

(i)DirecttheRespondentstoexpandthescopeofpersonal

accidentcoverprovidedunderthe‘PradhanMantriGarib

Kalyan Package Health Workers Fighting COVID-19’to

includeallhealthcareworkersacrosssectors,including

thoserecruitedonad-hocbasis.

(j)DirecttheRespondentstoprovidefreetestingfacilityand

treatmentforthehealthcareworkersincaseofinfectionof

Covid-19whiletheyareonduty.Familiesofthehealthcare

workersshouldbetakenpropercarewhiletheyarein

quarantineorisolation.

(k)DirecttheRespondentstoensurethefullandtimelypayment

ofsalariestothehealthcareworkersintheprivatehospitals.

(l)DirecttheRespondentstoensurethatPrivateHospitalsare

notchargingordeductingsalariesfrom thehealthcare

workersiftheygetinfectedCovid-19whiletheyareonduty.



(m) Passanyotherorfurtherordersasmaybedeemedfit

andproperinthecircumstancesofthecase.

14.06.2020 JoldinFrancis

NewDelhi (GeneralSecretary,UNA,Delhi)


