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Proceedings of the 14" State Board for Wildlife held at Committee Room, 3rd floor,
Vidhana Soudha under the Chairmanship of Hon’ble Chief Minister at 02.15 PM on
20.03.2020

Presence:
Sriyuths,
1. Shri. B’ S Yediyurappa, Hon’ble Chief Minister, Government of | Chairman
Karnataka, Bengaluru.
2, Ms. Soumya Reddy, Hon’ble MLA, Jayanagar Assembly | Member
Constituency
3 Shri. M Ashwin Kumar, Hon’ble MLA, T. Narasipura Assembly | Member
Constituency.
4. Shri. Appajigouda. N. Hon’ble MLA, Bengaluru. Member
5. Dr. Sandeep Dave, a5, Addl. Chief Secretary to Govt, GOK, | Member
Bengaluru.
6. Shri. Punati Sridhar, s Principal Chief Conservator of Forests | Member
(HoFF), Bengaluru.
7. Shri. Kumar Naik, a5, Principal Secretary to Govt., Social Welfare | Member
Department, Bengaluru.
8. Dr. Ravindranath, ps, ADGP, Forest Cell, Bengaluru Member
9. Shri. Kumar Pushkar, s Managing Director, Karnataka State | Member
Tourism Development Corporation, Bengaluru
10. Director, Fisheries Department, Bengaluru Member
11. Director, Department of Animal Husbandry & Veterinary | Member
Services.
12. Dr. N.C. Shivaprakash, Professor, Adichunchanagiri Institute of | Member
Medical Science, Mysore.
13. Shri. Malleshappa, Chairman, Swami Vivekananda Seva Trust | Member
(R), Chamarajanagar
14. Shri. Sanjay Gubbi, 2208/B, Sadana Road, K.R. Extension, | Member
Tumkur-572101.
15. Shri. Alok Vishwanath, Singanayakanahalli, Bengaluru-560064. Member
16. Shri. Naveen J.S. No 20, 2"dFIoor, above Raymond showroom, | Member
DVG road, Basavanagudi, Bengaluru.
17. Shri. Chetan B, No 151, R L Jalappa College road, Kodigehalli, | Member
Doddaballapura, Bengaluru -561203.
18. Shri. Sanjai Mohan, s Principal Chief Conservator of Forests | Member
| 1 (Wildlife) & Chief Wildlife Warden, Bengaluru. Secretary




Leave of absence:

1) Shri. Anand Singh, Hon’ble Minister for Forests, Environment and Forests,
Karnataka.

2) Shri. Rana George, M/s Kelachandra Group of Companies, No 16, Saint Marks
Road, Bengaluru.

3) Shri. Dinesh Singhi, Pride Elite 10, Museum road, Bangaluru-560001.
(E-mailed not to recommend the project. Copy attached)

4) Shri. Ajay A Desai, BC 84 Camp, Belgaum.
(E-mailed not to recommend the project. Copy attached)

Special Invitees:

1) Shri. Jagadish Shettar, Hon’ble Minister of Large and Medium Scale Industries
excluding Sugar and Minister of Public Enterprise Department, Government of

Karnataka.
2. Shri. Shivaram Hebbar, Hon’ble Minister of Labour and Minister of Sugar

Government of Karnataka.
3. Shri. R V. Deshpande, MLA, Haliyal Assembly constituency and former Minister for

Large and Medium Scale Industries.
4. Shri. T. M. Vijay Bhaskar, a5, Chief Secretary, GOK, Bengaluru.
5. Shri. Subhash K. Malkede, \¢s Addl. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife),

Bengaluru.
6. Shri. G.V. Ranga Rao s Addl. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests,

(Project Elephant), Bengaluru.

The Additional Principal Chief Conservation Forests (Wildlife) welcomed the

Hon’ble Chief Minister and all members of the Board for the 14th State Wildlife Board

meeting.

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forest (Wildlife) & Chief Wildlife Warden and
Member Secretary of the Board informed the Board that inthe 13" meeting of the Board
that had taken place on 09" of March 2020, the Board has approved seven proposals, but
when the draft proceedings were submitted to the Hon’ble Chairman for approval and
signature, it was returned with a direction to convene another Board meeting on 20.03.2020
to re-discuss the Hubli-Ankola Railway Project. Accordingly, the 14™ meeting of the State

Board for Wildlife has been convened.



Hon'ble Chief Ministerand Chairman of the Board said that the Agenda of
Hubli-Ankola Railway project was elaborately discussed in the last meeting. He said that it
has been brought to his notice that the Railway Department has reduced the forest area
required for the project and also reduced total number of trees to be extracted. As this
project is an important aspiration of the backward region of North Karnataka, the meeting

was called to hear the views of all stake holders.

Shri Jagadish Shettar, Hon'ble Minister of Large and Medium Scale Industries,
Government of Karnataka who attended the meeting as a Special invitee, informed about
the forest land diversion to construct a New Broad Gauge railway line between Hubli and
Ankola. He informed the Board that the then Prime Minister of India Shri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee had laid the foundation of this railway line during his visit to Yellapur, Sirsi. This
project is necessary because when the development of an area is to be considered, one has
to give importance for infrastructure related projects. The Hubli-Ankola Railway line is a
dream for the people of North Karnataka and now it has to come true. He thanked the
Chairman of the Board for giving an opportunity to put forth his views on the project as the
Minister of Large and Medium Scale Industries of Karnataka and said development in
Karnataka is Bangalore centric and Karnataka needs to develop Tier-/l industrial hubs.
Recently “Invest in Karnataka” Conference was held at Hubli by the Department of Industry
and Commerce of the Government of Karnataka and a demand for Hubli-Ankola line and
development of Belekere port was made. Hubli-Ankola rail line and development of
Belekere port will enable a holistic development of Northern Karnataka. Presently, Northern
Karnataka is dependent on the port of Marmagao and Mumbai. Earlier Bengaluru relied on
Mangalore port but now on Krishnapattanam port of Andhra Pradesh due to connectivity
issues. In the present scenario, the development of our own ports is essential and said that
the Hubli-Ankola and Belekere project would be good for the people of North Karnataka and

the dream will come true if everyone join hands.

Further, he said that the Indian Institute of Science, (lISc) Bengaluru, an
independent institute, had studied the proposed Hubli-Ankola railway line and has
submitted feasibility report with mitigation Measures for Wildlife. Regarding Board’s

approval for doubling of Hubli to Madgaon existing line with connectivity to Ankola, the



Hon’ble Minister told the Board that the distance covered to reach Ankola by this route
would be more than the proposed new rail line and this route will benefit Bijapur, Belgaum,
Koppal and Bagalkot districts of Northern Karnataka. He further stated that the total length
of project is reduced by 3.85 km, the extent of forest are required is reduced from 965 Ha to
595 ha, forest trees to be felled have been reduced from 194800 to 157000 and tunnels
have been reduced from29 to 25. The mitigation measures for elephant movement etc., are
given in the report. The highway traffic on National Highway 63 has increased, resulting in
increased accidents and increased fuel consumption. With the implementation of this
project, transporting of goods by rail will save considerable amount of fuel. It also provides
direct connectivity to Belekere port. The Hubli-Ankola railway line will be fully funded by the
Central Government. The State Government has to acquire only land and hence, requested

the Board to approve the project.

Shri R.V. Deshpande, ex- Minister of Large and Medium Scale Industries of
Karnataka and Member of Legislative Assembly, Haliyal constituency, who attended the
meeting as a Special inviteesaid that he has come to share his opinion though he is not a
member of this Committee but belongs to the area where the project is proposed. He said
that he had discussed with environmentalists and politicians and he has been representing
Uttara Kannada district for almost 50 years. The people of Uttara Kannada are waiting for
this project to be completed. People opposed the Project Sea Bird, Kaiga Project, Kadra and
Kodsalli Projects on River Kali initially, but the projects were supported keeping the interests
nation in mind. In Uttara Kannada district forests are abundant protected well, therefore it
is not correct to oppose the development in district. According to the 2019 FSI Report, the
State of Karnataka has recorded the highest increase in forest cover. 255 hectares of non
forest land is already handed over to the Railway Department in Dharwad district. This
project requires approval from the National Board for Wildlife. Double the forest area can
be used for afforestation in lieu of the forest area utilised for the project. Lands from
Revenue Department can also be used for afforestation. In the region, due to mining,
thousands of trucks are travelling daily which disturbs the wildlife, human and cattle. This
project is required for the development of North Karnataka. He said that Karwar is best port
of the country as it is a natural harbour. The 1ISc, Bengaluru has provided a detailed report
on all of these issues without any bias. Every year, government expenditure is increasing but

4



overall collection of revenue is less. Thus the establishment and development of industries
is essential. He requested the Board to approve the project, stating that the connection of
the Northern Karnataka Railway Network to Karwar would benefit the people of Northern

Karnataka.

Shri Sanjay Gubbi, Member of the Board said that implementation of the project is
not legally correct. The 1ISc, Bengaluru prepared the Mitigation Measures report in October
2013 and NGT Delhi in order in February 2016 has directed the user agency to submit fresh
application and hence the report of 11Sc, becomes null and void. If anyone goes to the court
after approval, it may invite the legal problems. Apart from this, as per the guidelines of the
MoEF& CC dated: 5.12.2017, railway projects passing through the areas linking one
Protected Area or Tiger Reserve with another Protected Area or Tiger Reserve, the approval
of NBWL on the advice of NTCA as provided under Sec.38 (0) (i) (g) of Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972 is essential. The project is also rejected by the National Tiger Conservation
Authority in 2018. It is legally correct to drop the project as it has been rejected by the
National Green Tribunal. In addition, we all have already noticed the recent landslides and

excessive rain in Kodagu and Kerala in the Western Ghats. He requested the Board to reject

the project.

Shri Malleshappa, Member of the Board, said that the report prepared by IISc,
Bengaluru for the proposed project is unscientific and proper discussion not held with the
Forest Department. The project has already been discussed in the 13th State Board for
Wildlife. It has already been rejected twice but once again the meeting is called. He further
told that the recent natural calamities in Kodagu, Charmadi Ghat in Chikmagalur are
because of destruction of forests. An alternative route is already available which increases
the travel time to Ankola merely by an hour and a half. Therefore, destroying the
prestigious Western Ghats for the sake of this rail line is not prudent. He also requested the
Chair that before approving the project, an aerial survey may be taken up by the Hon’ble

Chairman and final decision may be taken after analysing all the aspects.



Dr N. C. Shivaprakash, Member of the Board said the proposed project is coming up in
the Western Ghats which is one of the mega biodiversity hot spots of the world and it is a
home for many wildlife some of them endemic to the area. It is a place of origin of many
rivers which are a life line to the people of Karnataka. The project will have a huge impact
on them. Approval for doubling and strengthening of an alternate line (Tinnaighat- Castle
rock —Caranzole) had already been accorded in the last meeting. IISc, Bengaluru is not an
institute with an expertise in providing wildlife mitigation measures for such mega projects
and it is not correct to accept the report prepared by it. The CEC of the Hon’ble Supreme
Court had rejected the report. Also, the destruction of the forests is causing more and more
damage to nature and deforestation in the name of development is not correct. He
requested the Chairman to take decision after taking up a survey of the proposed project
area. He expressed apprehensions that Railway department took six years to complete the
project of converting Bangalore-Mysuru railway line to Broad gauge and the proposed
project will take not less than 12 to 15 years. The daily movement of men and machinery
during the implementation will have a serious impact on the surrounding forests causing
much more degradation than the project itself. Therefore he requested the Chairman to

drop the project.

Shri Appajigouda N B, Member of the Board said the approval of Hubli-Ankola
railway line was already discussed in the previous meeting. Now the matter has already
been elaborated by the Hon’ble Minister, Shri Jagadish Shettar and Shri R V Deshpande.
He told that Former Prime Minister of India Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee laid the foundation
stone for the railway project. The Hon’ble Prime Minister is the Chairman of National Board
for Wildlife and the matter is discussed there also. Therefore, he suggested that all the legal
issues raised may be addressed and project be approved in the interest of people of North

Karnataka.

The Chief Secretary, Karnataka, stressing the need to protect the environment &
Western Ghats, said that the proposed project area is not a tiger reserve and the project can
be implemented by taking appropriate mitigation measures. He further said that the
project has been a dream of the people of North Karnataka for long time and the same is
being discussed since several years now it’s an opportunity to make a dream come true.

Therefore, he requested to recommend the project.



The Additional Chief Secretary, FEE said the Hon’ble Minister for Forests, Ecology
and Environment Department, Government of Karnatakais not present in this meeting, and
that in previous Board meeting held on 9th March, he was of the opinion that the said
project would be highly detrimental to forest and Western Ghats and had requested to drop
the proposal. Therefore he requested the Chair to discuss the matter with the Minister of
Forests and take a decision. He further said that, the Forest Department and the
Infrastructure Development which are both part of Government of Karnataka have a
different opinion in this regard. The Board’s decision in the matter may be left to the

Hon’ble Chairman and he can decide whether the matter should be discussed in the Cabinet

or in the Board itself.

The Principal Secretary, Department of Social Welfare and Member of the Board
stated that the department is concerned about the issues of rehabilitation and resettlement
particularly scheduled communities and tribes, and recommended that for the development

of north Karnataka the project is important and requested the chairman to approve the

project.

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forest (Wildlife) & Chief Wildlife Warden and
Member Secretary of the Board said that the report prepared by the [ISc, Bengaluru is
impractical and no forest officers were involved while preparing the Report. They have
prepared the report without consulting the Chief Wildlife Warden and also not submitted a

copy of the report to the Forest Department.

Shri Jagadish Shettar, Hon’ble Minister of Large and Medium Scale Industries said,
lISc, Bengaluru is a reputed autonomous institute of the Country, while preparing the report
they discussed all environmental and wildlife concerns, and necessary remedial and
mitigation measures were incorporated and requested the Chairman to recommend the
project. He further explained that the proposal recommended will not be ratified and

approved without inspection by the Central Government.



The Chief Secretary replying to the apprehensions expressed by the members said
that though the report prepared by experts from the IISc Bengaluru is of 2013 but the
proposed project area has not changed and the forests are the same as they were in 2013
and hence the report is still relevant today. He further said to avoid degradation at the time
of implementation of the project the workers/laborers engaged in laying rail line and other
works would have to be compulsorily housed in nearby villages outside and away from the
forest areas. The Chief Secretary further said that the proposals recommended from the
State Board for Wildlife will be debated at the National Board for Wildlife and the .National
Board consists of experts from all fields and their opinions will be taken before according
the final approval to the project and requested the chairman to recommend the proposal

and submit to National Board.

After all the above deliberations, the Hon’ble Chief Minister and Chairman of
Board opined that the development of the backward North Karnataka is very important and
for the aspirations of the people living there and during the implementation of the project
all necessary mitigation measures should be taken and the project needs to be

recommended.

Hence The Board resolved to recommend the proposal to National Board for

Wildlife.

The 14™ State Board for Wildlife meeting concluded with a Vote of Thanks to the

Chair.

-
( B S Yediyurappa)
Chairman, State Board for Wildlife

And Hon’ble Chief Minister,
Government of Karnataka.



