CHAPTER 2
                                            UTTARAKAHND: AN INTRODUCTION
        Uttarakhand, with an area of about 53485sq kms is located in the western Himalayan region, having interstate borders with Himachal Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh and international borders with China and Nepal. The hill districts (Almora, Bageshwar, Chamoli, Champawat, NainiTal, Pauri, Pithoragarh, Rudraparyag, Tehri and Uttarkashi) of the state have an area of about 45125 sq kms while the plains districts (Dehradun, Haridwar and Udham Singh nagar) have an area of about 8360 sq kms. The state is divided into 2 administrative divisions; 13 districts; 102 tehsils; 95 development blocks; 670 naya panchayats; 7950 gram panchayats . There are 16793 census villages (2011 census) of which 15745 are inhabited and 1048 uninhabited (2011 census).The number of villages in the state in 2001 and 2011 census is given in the following table:
Villages by population size class – Uttarakhand (Census 2001 and 2011)

	Population Size Class
	No. Of Villages

	
	2001
	2011

	Total No. of Inhabited Villages
	15761
	15745

	Less than 200
	7775
	7823

	200-499
	4912
	4684

	500-999
	1890
	1826

	1000-1999
	752
	824

	2000-4999
	350
	471

	5000-9999
	69
	96

	10000 and above
	13
	21


Source Census 2011

                                                                      DEMOGRAPHY
                  According to the Census of 2011, the state has a population of 100.86 lakhs, with more than 52% of the population living in the plains districts which together account for about 15.63% of the total geographical area. 
	Details 
	Hill districts 
	Plains districts 
	State 

	Population 
	48.41lakhs 
	52.67 lakhs 
	101.08 lakhs 

	Population growth rate  % 2001-2011 
	0.70 
	2.82 
	1.74 

	Sex ratio ( all age groups) Females to Males 
	1037 
	900 
	963 

	Sex ratio (0-6 years) 
	894 
	888 
	890 

	Rural  population % 
	82.94 
	57.57 
	69.45. 

	Growth in urban population 
	2.43 
	3.81 
	3.42 

	Literacy rate% 
	80.87 
	76.90 
	78.82 


(Source : Census 2011and   Mamgain and Reddy 2015)                   

                                                           CLIMATE
      The climatic conditions experienced in Uttarakhand vary from hot and moist in the fringe of the Ganga plains and sub-montane tract to sub-arctic and arctic in the upper reaches of the main Himalayan reaches. There are three distinct seasons, being summer, monsoon and winter with intervening autumn and spring which mark the transition between  monsoon - winter and winter – summer seasons. 
       The mean annual rainfall is about 130 cms with bulk of it being received in the monsoon season due to the influence of the south west monsoons. In summers, the temperature in the plain districts like Hardwar and Udham singh nagar may soar to over 44 degrees C, while in winter the mercury drops down to below the freezing point in the upper reaches. Rainfall in winter is received due to the western disturbances or local effects while the high reaches of the state receive snowfall. Very high elevations are under a permanent snow cover. 
                                    AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE
      Agriculture including horticulture and livestock rearing is the main occupation of the people, though the contribution of this sector to the Gross State Domestic Product has declined considerably during the past few years. In 2014-15 the net sown area was about 7. 00071 hects with the main cereals being rice, wheat, barley, maize and manduwa (DES, 2015-16)
      The main pulses were urad, masoor, kidney beans, gahat, gram and black soyabean. Other major crops include sugarcane, rape, mustard, groundnut and soyabean. 

      The productivity of major crops in 2015-16 (DES 2015-16) is given in the following table:

	CROP
	PRODUCTIVITY ( IN QUINTALS PER HECTARE)

	Rice
	23.41

	Wheat
	22.58

	Barley
	09.83

	Maize
	16.96

	Manduwa
	14.02

	Urad
	06.32

	Masoor
	07.29

	Peas
	09.79

	Gahat
	08.68

	Rajma
	10.19

	Gram
	08.40

	Black soyabean
	10.0

	Sugarcane
	607.69

	Onion
	51.73


     Average landholding in Uttarakhand particularly in the hill districts is small, being less than 1 hectare. This has been clearly brought out in the table below (DES 2010-11)
	Category
	Number
	Total area in hectares

	Marginal holdings less than 1 hectare
	6,72,000
	2,96,000

	Small holdings between 1 to 2 hectares
	1,57,000
	2,25,000

	Semi-medium and medium holdings between 2 to 10 hectares
	82,000
	2,70,000

	Large holdings more than 10 hectares
	1000
	25,000


Fruits and vegetables      
     In 2014-15, the area under fruits was reported as 2, 04,959 hects with a production of 7, 85,965 tons. The main fruits include mango, litchi, guava, apple, pears and apricot. The area under vegetables was 72,339 hects with a production of 6, 57,157 tons. The main vegetables being tomato, cauliflower, French beans, brinjal etc. The potato growing area of the state was reported as 28,360 hects with a production of 4, 52,495 tons. 
                                                             FORESTS
     Uttarakhand is a forest rich state with forests varying from sub tropical in the terai-bhabar and foothills to temperate and alpine in the higher reaches. These forests are a major source of fodder and fuel wood for the rural population.  
     The total recorded forest area of the state (ISFR 2017) is 38000 sq kms accounting for about 71.05 % of the total geographical area of the state.
        The reserved forest area in the state is 26547 sq kms with 24265 being under the control and management of the state forest department; 2248 sq km under Van Panchayats and 34 sq kms of reserved forests under the control of other agencies. 
    The area under protected forests in Uttarakhand is 9885 sq kms, with 99 sq kms being under the control and management of the state forest department, 4769 civil and soyam forests and 4962 under the control of panchayats as village forests. There are also 124 sq kms of private forests under the control of municipal and cantonment boards.
      The area under unclassed forests is 1,568 sq kms. 
    The estimated growing stock of forests in 2015-16 was 2,016,189 cu mts with the main products obtained from the forests being timber, resin, fodder, fuel wood and medicinal plants. 

     The state is also rich in wildlife, mainly tiger, leopard, elephant, musk deer, black bear, sloth bear and brown bear. It has 6 national parks and 7 sanctuaries covering an area of about 7605 sq kms. 

                                                     DISTRICT PROFILE
       There are 13 districts in the state whose brief profile is given in the following table
	Name of district
	Population in lakhs ( 2011 census)
	Districts share in states population (%)
	Percentage of urban population( 2011 census) *
	Area in sq kms. 
	Percentage of state’s geographical area

	Almora
	6.22
	6.15
	10.02
	3090
	5.78

	Bageshwar
	2.59
	2.57
	3.50
	2310
	4.32

	Chamoli
	3.91
	3.87
	15.11
	7692
	14.38

	Champawat
	2.59
	2.56
	14.29
	1781
	3.33

	Dehradun
	16.99
	16.79
	55.90
	3088
	5.77

	Hardwar
	19.2
	19.05
	33.77
	2360
	4.41

	Nainital
	9.56
	9.44
	38.94
	3853
	7.20

	Pauri
	6.86
	6.79
	16.41
	5348
	10.17

	Pithoragarh
	4.86
	4.80
	14.31
	7110
	13.29

	Rudraparyag
	2.37
	2.34
	4.19
	1896
	3.55

	Tehri
	6.16
	6.09
	11.37
	4085
	7.64

	Udhamsingh Nagar
	16.48
	16.29
	35.58
	2912
	5.44

	Uttarkashi
	3.29
	3,26
	7.35
	7971
	14.87


*State Urban population % is 30.55( 2011 census)
       STATE AND DISTRICT DOMESTIC PRODUCT/ PER CAPITA INCOME
       NSDP at constant prices is estimated Rs 101960 Crore in year 2011-12, Rs 109528 Crore in year 2012-13, Rs 117778 Crore in year 2013-14, Rs125702 Crore in year 2014-15, Rs 135725 Crore for year 2015-16RE and  is provisionally estimated Rs 145138 Crore for the year 2016-17PE. In terms of percentage growth, NSDP at constant price increased by 7.42% in year 2012-13, 7.53% in year 2013-14, 6.73% in year 2014-15, 7.97% in year 2015-16RE and  6.94% in the year 2016-17PE with respect to the  previous year’s respectively.( DES 2015)
Sectoral composition of the economy
       The economy is primarily divided in three sectors – primary, secondary and tertiary. Primary sector includes Crop, Livestock, Forestry & Logging, and Fishing & Mining & Quarrying. Secondary sector includes Manufacturing, Electricity, gas, water supply & other utility services & Construction while the Tertiary Sector comprises of Transport, storage, communication & services related to broadcasting, Trade, repair, hotel & restaurants, Financial Services, Real estate, ownership of dwelling & professional services, Public administration & other services. 

Yearly Growth in GSDP and Per Capita GSDP over Previous Year at Current Prices

    The table below shows the Yearly Growth in GSDP and Per Capita GSDP over Previous Year at Current Prices (DES 2015 and  2018 )
	Year
	GSDP
	Per capita GSDP

	2012-13   
	14.12  
	12.60

	2013-14
	13.27   
	11.76  

	2014-15
	8.29      
	6.85   

	2015-16 RE
	9.13   
	7.68   

	2016-17 PE
	10.80
	9.32


      There is a decline in 2014-15 and 2015-16 though the PE for 2016-17 shows an increasing trend. 
Sector wise contribution to GSDP at current prices (DES 2015 and  2018 )
	Sector
	% contribution in 2011-12
	% contribution in 2016-17 PE
	% contribution in 2017-18

PE

	Primary
	14.00
	11.19


	10.50

	Secondary
	52.13
	50.40


	49.74

	Tertiary
	33.88
	38.41
	39.76

	State GSDP
	100
	100
	100


District wise percentage contribution to domestic product (at current prices) of various sectors (DES 2015 and  2018 )
	Name of district
	Primary sector

2004-05
	Secondary sector

2004-05
	Tertiary sector

2004-05
	Primary sector

2013-14
	Secondary sector

2013-14
	Tertiary sector

2013-14 

	Almora
	37.61
	18.79
	43.61
	27.88
	20.09
	52.03

	Bageshwar
	39.24
	21.43
	39.33
	31.82
	21.20
	46.98

	Chamoli
	37.16
	24.50
	38.34
	25.87
	31.43
	42.70

	Champawat
	42.78
	17.60
	39.62
	26.27
	18.79
	54.94

	Dehradun
	11.71
	22.88
	65.42
	6.37
	27.47
	66.16

	Hardwar
	19.07
	34.64
	46.29
	13.05
	44.83
	42.13

	Nainital
	25.38
	21.46
	53.16
	15.54
	29.00
	55.46

	Pauri
	24.69
	23.34
	51.97
	15.59
	30.24
	54.17

	Pithoragarh
	30.20
	24.35
	45.45
	23.59
	24.37
	52.04

	Rudraparyag
	30.60
	22.71
	46.69
	25.22
	21.32
	53.46

	Tehri
	26.71
	29.57
	43.72
	19.43
	30.80
	49.78

	Udhamsingh Nagar
	19.48
	35.67
	44.85
	14.84
	48.76
	36.39

	Uttarkashi
	42.96
	16.75
	40.29
	31.91
	19.32
	48.77

	Uttarakhand
	23.48
	27.02
	49.50
	15.61
	35.06
	49.34


The contribution of primary sector to GSDP is declining steadily and has now reached around 11.19 %( in 2016-17) and is expected to decline further in 2017-18.

     The sub-sector wise breakup of the main contributors to the primary sector at the state level in 2016-17 is given in the following table( DES 2018):

	Sub sector
	Percentage contribution
	Growth rate (%) at current prices

	Agriculture and horticulture
	44.10
	2.70

	Animal husbandry
	25.10
	9.04

	Forestry and allied activities
	16.70
	-3.82

	Fisheries
	0.30
	6.11

	Mining etc
	13.65
	13.65


The rate of growth of agriculture is less though there is a high level of dependence of the rural population on it for their livelihood.  
The contribution of different activities to agriculture and horticulture (in percentage) during 2016-17 is given below( DES 2018):
	Component
	Percentage contribution

	Cereal 
	32.39

	Fruits
	21.32

	Sugar cane
	17.03

	Vegetables
	8.62

	Condiments
	4.49

	Pulses
	3.32

	Others including flowers, oil seeds, miscellaneous crops etc
	12.83


       State/ District wise Domestic Product (in Rs lakhs at current prices) (DES 2015 and  2018 )
	Name of district
	2009-10
	2010-11
	2011-12
	2012-13
	2013-14
	2016-17 PE

	Almora
	351388
	417537
	476363
	532475
	609156
	660378

	Bageshwar
	108062
	133938
	157672
	177158
	201175
	326782

	Chamoli
	252969
	297199
	335188
	381241
	439764
	573115

	Champawat
	128929
	137600
	161534
	181317
	207738
	287786

	Dehradun
	1227110
	1538934
	1769011
	1957850
	2225255
	4057583

	Hardwar
	1397438
	1873884
	2206406
	2406172
	2718945
	5816824

	Nainital
	695806
	830163
	977119
	1074083
	1218987
	1345261

	Pauri
	406863
	500043
	576353
	639824
	731168
	828356

	Pithoragarh
	254264
	313773
	351276
	393419
	450597
	603799

	Rudraparyag
	104908
	128336
	150648
	168958
	191750
	251040

	Tehri
	345110
	437485
	514066
	574358
	655364
	647262

	Udhamsingh Nagar
	1249823
	1623364
	1921032
	2087629
	2349013
	3759811

	Uttarkashi
	145654
	164640
	189103
	212350
	244417
	361225

	Uttarakhand
	6668324
	8396895
	9785772
	10786835
	12243330
	21760900


    The district wise Gross Domestic Product of hill districts like Almora, Bageshwar, Champawat, Chamoli, Pauri, Tehri, Pithoragarh, Rudraparyag and Uttarkashi is less than 40% of that of the plains districts like Dehradun, Udham Singh Nagar and Hardwar. This is perhaps due to their relatively lesser population and largely rural based economy. When we compare the approximate rate of growth of gross domestic product of the hill and plain districts of the state between 2009-10 and 2016-17, it has increased by about 2 or 2.5 times in case of the former districts and 3 times or more in case of the latter districts. 
       The contribution of the primary sector to the Gross Domestic Product of the hill districts is much more than the state average even though it is showing a declining trend. This is another evidence of pointing to the dependence of people living in the hill districts on primary sector, mainly agriculture and allied activities for their livelihood. In 2013-14, the contribution of the primary sector to the Gross Domestic Product of Dehradun district was the least at 6.37%, less than half of the state average of 15.61%. 
District wise rate of annual growth of gross domestic product (in % at constant prices) (DES 2015 and  2018 )
	Name of district
	2009-10
	2010-11
	2012-12
	2012-13
	2013-14
	2016-17( as 2011-12 prices) 

	Almora
	13.75
	9.45
	7.01
	4.77
	6.60
	6.49

	Bageshwar
	9.62
	12.76
	9.49
	4.93
	6.69
	6.46

	Chamoli
	10.08
	-0.49
	6.11
	4.48
	7.20
	6.23

	Champawat
	10.53
	-6.63
	11.22
	5.28
	6.51
	5.75

	Dehradun
	11.33
	16.43
	9.16
	5.77
	6.22
	7.62

	Hardwar
	11.46
	22.08
	9.81
	5.73
	4.81
	7.29

	Nainital
	13.75
	10.87
	10.52
	5.88
	5.73
	6.79

	Pauri
	11.60
	12.56
	8.91
	5.40
	6.17
	6.79

	Pithoragarh
	12.19
	16.86
	1.28
	4.62
	6.78
	6.73

	Rudraparyag
	10.44
	19.47
	10.48
	5.12
	6.88
	6.49

	Tehri
	11.96
	16.92
	10.33
	4.99
	7.33
	7.03

	Udhamsingh Nagar
	11.34
	23.24
	11.05
	6.11
	4.51
	6.49

	Uttarkashi
	6.86
	0.82
	5.12
	4.60
	6.96
	6.06

	Uttarakhand
	11.61
	16.44
	9.37
	5.61
	5.65
	6.95


     The annual growth rate of all districts of the state has declined between 2009-10 and 2013. The districts of Chamoli and Champawat reported a negative growth rate in the year 2010-11. The annual rate of growth of gross domestic product of hill districts is relatively slower than that of plains districts, particularly in Chamoli, Champawat and Uttarkashi districts. 
District wise per capita income (in Rs) (DES 2015 and  2018)
	Name of district
	2010-11
	2012-12
	2012-13
	2013-14
	2016-17 

	Almora
	59,000
	67701
	75474
	86,699
	96,786

	Bageshwar
	46,194
	54360
	60646
	68,730
	1,00,117

	Chamoli
	62,269
	69543
	78371
	90,173
	1,18,448

	Champawat
	49,793
	11.22
	57990
	64165
	90,595

	Dehradun
	89,282
	1,01,315
	1,09,695
	1,22,804
	1,95,925

	Hardwar
	88,980
	1,03,836
	1,10,115
	1,22,172
	2,54,050

	Nainital
	96,950
	89,102
	95,227
	1,05,960
	1,15,117

	Pauri
	62,354
	72,228
	79,904
	91,708
	1,09,973

	Pithoragarh
	56,458
	63,045
	69,994
	79,981
	1,01,734

	Rudraparyag
	47,459
	55,495
	61,561
	69,401
	83,521

	Tehri
	58,496
	68,282
	75,249
	85,156
	83,662

	Udhamsingh Nagar
	85,541
	1,00,058
	1,05,087
	1,15,543
	1,87,313

	Uttarkashi
	42,079
	47,755
	52,574
	59,791
	89,190

	Uttarakhand
	73,819
	85,372
	92,191
	1,03,349
	1,61,102 


The per capita income in the hill districts is significantly less than that of the plains districts, with the districts having lowest per capita income being Bageshwar, Champawat and Uttarkashi, where the per capita income is almost half of that of the plains districts of Udham singh nagar, Hardwar and Dehradun. It is interesting to note that the contribution of the primary sector to the gross domestic product of these districts, particularly Uttarkashi is much higher than the state average. 
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