Letter emailed to

Chief Minister cm-wb@nic.in

Dr Amit Mitra, Finance Minister, West Bengal, fm-wb@nic.in
Shri Manoj Pant, IAS, Principal Secretary (Finance) fs-wb@nic.in
Shri Jagdish Prasad Meena, IAS, Secretary secy.fd-wb@gov.in
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To,

Smt Mamata Banerjee,

The Hon’ble Chief Minister,
Government of West Bengal

Subject: Request for the Chief Minister’s intervention to ensure Victim Compensation for trafficked
survivors

Respected Madam,

We are members of Bandhanmukti, Utthan, and Bijoyini — three collectives of youth leaders who are
survivors of human trafficking. Our members are from the North and South 24 Parganas of West
Bengal. Altogether, there are 150 members in the three collectives. We decided to form these
collectives to support each other in accessing our rights and services necessary for our wellbeing,
and also to support any other survivors of trafficking, exploitation and different forms of violence.
Today, we work together to share our experiences and suggestions to the concerned authorities so
that all survivors of human trafficking, exploitation and violence can receive support to access their
rights. We believe that sharing our lived experiences of what’s working and what’s not working to
ensure our rights is very important for the government duty-bearers to take necessary steps

Each of us were trafficked for commercial sexual exploitation at different times. Upon rescue and
return, we have applied for victim compensation to the District Legal Services Authorities in our
districts with support from our local organisations and lawyers. Eventually, the DLSA has given orders
allowing compensation to 29 of the survivors who had applied. We are enclosing the details of each of
those orders as an annexure. Unfortunately, none of them have received the money in their bank
accounts till date even after so many months. When they approached the SLSA to release the victim
compensation amount which has been awarded between 2019 till date, they were told that the SLSA
do not have the necessary fund, and the recipients of the compensation amounts need to wait until
SLSA does get the funds.

Madam, we are sure you know what kinds of financial difficulties we are faced with during this difficult
times. The amount of compensation is very important for us — some of us want to start micro-
businesses to earn, for some of us the money will help in continuing education, for health treatments,
for building a house of our own, for securing our future by putting part of the money in some term
deposits etc. All of us have gone through very difficult hurdles over the years since being rescued to
get to this point where we are starting to get orders from DLSA in favor of giving us compensation. It
was very difficult for us convince the police to take FIRs, then to apply for compensation, attend the
hearings in DLSA and repeat the ordeal we were put through by the criminals, battling stigma at home
and in the villages all the while. We went through all of it to be able to claim our right to compensation
as per the law. We decided to put our trust in the law, knowing that it will be difficult and long drawn.
Now, at this point when we are told by our state government that they don’t have the funds, it leaves
us feeling anxious, angry, and in despair.

The Chief Minister of a state is the leader of the state, you are the decision maker for the citizens of
West Bengal — so we decided to come to you for help in this hopeless situation. We know in 2015 you
had even started a scheme called Muktir Alo to ensure financial security for trafficking survivors which
has given us a lot of hope of support from you. We know you fight for the rights of women and girls.
We request you to take necessary actions in this regard to protect our lives and to ensure that we and
our families have a healthy and secured life. We are hopeful that with your support and direction, the
State Legal Services Authorities can get the funds necessary to give compensation to the survivors
and can ensure that no trafficking survivor has to wait longer than the time as given in law to receive
their right. We are depending on you for this.



We'd also like to request for a meeting with you, either online or in person, so we can share with you
what are the challenges being faced by trafficking survivors residing in West Bengal in accessing their
victim compensation. We request you, madam, to kindly give us a date and time for this meeting.

Thanking you,
yours faithfully.

Bandhanmukti, Utthan and Bijoyini
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