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is was pr
Once this was pr sher?
But with no previous experience,

» , “natives” from the Chotta Nagp,
To do th?s the ? r}:u%‘ef:(::r:?{atr:;l? :sg ll)lfourglht them to Darjeeling to worglfas
Eggﬁzgll:&s)roo; tehe tea plantations. The logic was that they came from the
same altitudes, about 4000 feet above sea level, so presumably they could
adapt, they were docile and they were hard workers. But these Chqtta Nfigpur
folk simply couldn’t cope with the cold and damp of the Darjeeling hills s
when nightfall came they ran away — all of them, and too far away from home.
they settled in the jungles of the Darjeeling Terai where their descendents st;ll
live today. Some of these were the Mundas and the Uraons enumerated it
“The Final Report on the Darjeeling Tract Settlement” by the Settlement
Officer in 1898. A great deal more settled in the Dooars areas — the further
away from the Goras the better.
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By 1856 tea plantations began at Tukvar,
at Canning and Hopetown below Sonada. \'\ﬂG
and at the Kurseong flats. In 1850 the ‘9«'
Makaibari and Aloobarie Tea gardens g
were opened by the Kurseong and g
Darjecling Tea Company, on the Lebong
Spur a garden was set up by the
Darjeeling Land Mortgage Bank; the ..
Dhutooria Tea garden was started in 1859. A '
Between 1860 and 1804, Cedars and e R

Rungmook, Margaret’s Hope, Ging, icial Darjeeling Tea Logo
Ambootia, Takdah and Phoobtshering

gardens opened up, sOon followed by Via Tukvar, Badamtam and Stienthy
In 1862 the first tea garden in the Terai was opened up at a place Called

Champta, near the present day military base at Khaprail, Sukna.

Within 10 years there were 39 tea gardens in Darjeeling. By 1870 the numbe
rose to 56 gnd by 1905 there were 79 gardens employing labor all of whom
weJeBNhepah, more than half the entire population of Darjeeling. The Lepchas
an uteas flatly refused to work in the gardens — idn’t think i

e gardens — they didn’t think it was

119;}0]58;212 rihire w]i:g 113 tea estates covering 7,400 hectares under tea. By
(Harish Muki'je t_ea estates comprising approximately 19,928 hectares 3.
with 53.778 algr- retlrzd Tea Planter). By 1914 there were 156 tea gardens
cmPlo)/i;l 30 1667S under tea (total area of 132,860 acres ‘“‘waste land’)

g, permanent and 12,141 temporary workers, with a total

output of 17,990,786 lbs of
Government) of tea. (Department of Statistics for 1915, Bengd!
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